SARAH
her letters, and he must have done so, for none survives except
this bundle of thirty-seven, of which hers are copies and his only
are originals. In her old age the Duchess several times fondled
and reread this correspondence. Her own letters are endorsed
in her handwriting," Some coppys of my letters to Mr Church-
ill before I was married & not more than 15 years old." She
left a request that her chief woman-in-waiting, or secretary,
Grace Ridley, should after her death be given the letters in
order that she might " burn without reading them." There
is an endorsement in the quivering hand of age stating that
she had read over all these letters in 1736. Finally, the year
before her death, " Read over in 1743 desiring to burn them,
but I could not doe it."
The reader shall be the judge of the correspondence.1
The first batch consists entirely of John's letters.
John to Sarah
* My Soul, I love you so truly well that I hope you v/ill be so
kind as to let me see you somewhere to-day, since you will not
be at Whitehall.    I will not name any time, for all hours are
alike to me when you will bless me with your sight.    You are,
and ever shall be, the dear object of my life, for by heavens I
will never love anybody but yourself.
* I am just come and have no thought of any joy but that of
seeing you.    Wherefore I hope you will send me word that you
will see me this night.
* My head did ache yesterday to that degree and I was so out
of order that nothing should have persuaded rne to have gone
abroad but the meeting of you who is much dearer than all the
world besides to me.    If you are not otherwise engaged, I beg
you will give me leave to come at eight o'clock.
* I fancy by this time that you are awake, which makes me now
send to know how you do, and if your foot will permit you to
give me the joy of seeing you in the drawing-room this night.
1 The letters are here printed from the originals in the Blenheim MSS. with the
spelling and punctuation modernized. Those hitherto unpublished are marked with
an asterisk.